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RECOGNIZING THE 2017 FAIRFAX
COUNTY FIRE AND RESCUE DE-
PARTMENT VALOR AWARD RE-
CIPIENTS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize an outstanding group of men and
women in Northern Virginia. These individuals
have demonstrated superior dedication to pub-
lic safety and have been awarded the pres-
tigious Valor Award by the Northern Virginia
Chamber of Commerce.

This is the 39th Annual Valor Awards spon-
sored by the Northern Virginia Chamber of
Commerce. This event honors the remarkable
heroism and bravery in the line of duty exem-
plified by our public safety officers. Our public
safety and law enforcement personnel put
their lives on the line every day to keep our
families and neighborhoods safe. This year’s
ceremony will present 125 awards to recog-
nize extraordinary actions above and beyond
the call of duty in a variety of categories in-
cluding the Lifesaving Certificate, the Certifi-
cate of Valor, and the Bronze and Silver Med-
als of Valor.

Twenty-three awards will be bestowed upon
first responders who serve with the Fairfax
County Fire and Rescue Department in rec-
ognition of their exceptional service. It is with
great pride that | include in the RECORD the
names of the following Valor Award Recipi-
ents.

BRONZE MEDAL OF VALOR

Captain | Bruce A. Neuhaus

Lieutenant Ji Y. Lee

Lieutenant Sean E. Ferguson

Lieutenant Diron D. Powell

Master Technician Marc G. Campet

Master Technician Daryl T. Casey

Master Technician Herbert M. Knerr

Master Technician Michael C. Lewis

Master Technician Peter G. Zagorites

Technician Sean P. Allen

Firefighter Fidel A. Blanco

LIFESAVING AWARD

Deputy Chief Andrew L. Duke

Captain Il Mark E. Kordalski

Captain Walter Johnson

Lieutenant Scott F. Primrose

Technician James L. Campbell

Technician Travis L. Franks

Technician Michael A. Garcia

Technician James E. Pfister

Technician Adam J. Silvers

Firefighter Medic Vicki L. Swain

Firefighter Sidney B. Boyd

Firefighter Robert L. Knupp

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the 2017 Valor
Award Recipients, and thank each of the men
and women who serve in the Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue Department. Their efforts,
made on behalf of the citizens of our commu-
nity, are selfless acts of heroism and truly
merit our highest praise. | ask my colleagues
to join me in applauding this group of remark-
able citizens.
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HONORING SHIRLEY POWELL FOR
HER LEGACY AND COURAGEOUS
SERVICE

HON. RAUL RUIZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
an outstanding member of my district Chief
Master Sergeant (CMSgt) Shirley Powell of
Cathedral City, California. She passed away in
March 2017. Her dedication and service to our
nation are an inspiration. CMSgt Powell was a
member of my congressional office’s Veterans’
Advisory Board and Military Academy Nomina-
tions Selection Committee. She was a remark-
able leader, and | am honored to have called
her my constituent and my friend. Today, |
want to recognize her life achievements.

CMSgt Powell worked for 45 years in the
field of Aerospace. In 1962, she joined the
U.S. Air Force (USAF), where she served for
38 years. She was a founding member of the
68th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron (AES)
in the Military Airlit Command KC-97
Globemaster Program, where she served mul-
tiple tours in support of Vietnam and other
international and domestic efforts. In 1981,
she transferred to the California Air National
Guard TAC C-130 Program.

She was honored with numerous, well-de-
served distinctions. In the Air National Guard
146th Wing, Shirley was the first female to
achieve the rank of Senior Master Sergeant
and the first female to be selected for the spe-
cial duty of First Sergeant. Among her numer-
ous awards are the Meritorious Service Medal,
the Presidential Unit Citation, the Combat
Readiness Medal, the Air Reserve Forces
Meritorious Service Medal, the National De-
fense Service Ribbon, the Vietnam Service
Medal, and the Southwest Asia Service Medal.

After her retirement in 2000, she was highly
active in various associations in the commu-
nity. She became an active member of the
Palm Springs Air Force Association, the Air
Force Sergeants Association, the Noncommis-
sioned Officer Association, and the Enlisted
Association of the National Guard, where she
held numerous Board positions. She was se-
lected to serve on the Riverside County Vet-
erans Advisory Committee, and she main-
tained her status as Chief Exam Proctor for
the Los Angeles Chapter of the American So-
ciety for Quality.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize and
honor Shirley Powell. | am proud of the oppor-
tunity to have worked together with her to im-
prove the lives of veterans in our community.
Her distinguished career and her years of
committed service to the community are an
example of excellence, dedication, and service
to our Nation that all should seek to emulate.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday, April 5, 2017, | missed the fol-
lowing vote:

1. Motion on Ordering the Previous Ques-
tion on the Rule providing for consideration of

April 6, 2017

H.R. 1219. Had | been present, | would have
voted “NO” on this motion.

————
HONORING BRONX COUNTY DIS-
TRICT ATTORNEY DARCEL
CLARK

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, we recently
celebrated Black History Month this past Feb-
ruary. During my office’s annual Black History
Month Celebration, | was honored to reflect on
the tremendous contributions African-Ameri-
cans have made within my district in Bronx
County, and to recognize several outstanding
individuals contributing to their community. Let
me mention one of those people today—Bronx
County District Attorney Darcel Clark. She is
the first woman in this position, the first female
African-American District Attorney in the state
of New York, and has been a trailblazer for
criminal justice throughout her professional ca-
reer.

District Attorney Clark became the District
Attorney for our county on January 1, 2016.
Prior to her election, District Attorney Clark
served as an Associate Justice for the New
York State Supreme Court Appellate Division,
First Department; a New York State Supreme
Court Justice in Bronx County; and a Criminal
Court Judge in Bronx and New York Counties.
She spent more than 16 years on the bench.

District Attorney Clark is also a lifelong
Bronxite, raised in NYCHA’s Soundview
Houses. She attended public schools in New
York City, graduating from Harry S Truman
High School. She attended Boston College
and received her Bachelor's Degree in Polit-
ical Science where she was the first recipient
of the University’s Martin Luther King, Jr., Me-
morial Scholarship. She then went on to earn
her law degree at the Howard University
School of Law in Washington, D.C.

District Attorney Clark returned home in
1986 to begin her legal career at the Bronx
District Attorney’s Office. She prosecuted
many cases, including drug felonies, violent
crimes, and homicides. District Attorney Clark
served as a Supervising ADA in the Narcotics
Bureau and the Deputy Chief of the Criminal
Court Bureau. In 1999, she left the Office for
her first judicial post.

District Attorney Clark also serves on the
Boston College Board of Trustees and has
served in leadership positions in the National
Association of Women Judges and the Black
Bar Association of Bronx County.

Throughout her career in public service, Dis-
trict Attorney Clark has worked to ensure fair-
ness, accountability, and justice for Bronxites.
In her new role as Bronx County District Attor-
ney, she has already made the office more re-
sponsive, and worked to reduce case delays
that have diminished trust in our system of
justice. She is an important role model to all
in our community, and | look forward to work-
ing with her in the years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring Ms. Darcel Clark for her tireless work
to ensure justice and commitment to the peo-
ple of the Bronx.
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